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forinly over seven or eight months. The factories in the Bom-
bay Deccan combine a fresh absali crop with a ratoon crop
and find it possible to extend their season from October to
April or May. Moreover, the higher proportion of factory
and gate cane in the south gives the factories greater com-
mand over the entire quantity of cane to regulate their sup-
plies according to their requirements. The position of the
northern and the southern regions in this respect is as follows:

TABLE  XL
Percentage of total cane crushed

Region
	Factory Cane
	Gate Cane
	Rail Cane

Northern Region North-Eastern U. P. North Bihar Southern Region Bombay Madras
	5 3
 85 5
	70 55
 15 67
	25
 42
 28

The position of the province of Bombay is unique in this
respect in the whole of India, as 85 per cent of the cane is grown
on the factory farms and the remaining 15 per cent is receiv-
ed fresh at the gate. The position of Madras is as good as
that of north-eastern U. P. and is much better than that of
north Bihar. The percentages of 'rail-cane', however, do not
disclose a disparity between the North and the South clearly,
as the average distances for such cane in the South are much
less than in the north. The .average lead in 1937-38 in the
case of the Mysore factory was only 10 miles while in the case
of the U.P. and Bihar it was about 40 miles. A number of
factories in Bihar import cane from the south-eastern districts
of the U. P. from a distance of 100 to 150 miles. The higher
production of factory and gate cane is important from the point
of view of recovery because the factory cane is of a superior
quality and the gate cane is generally fresh. Factory's own
cane is again important from the point of view of general
working of the mills because it can be made available as and